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Finances are the sinews of library work 
as of most activities which call for an 
expenditure of thought and energy. A 
passive belief that libraries are necessary 
for the best interests of a people will avail 
nothing if that belief be not expressed 
through providing a librarian and books. 
No librarian will question the wisdom and 
advantages in a national library organiza- 
tion which effects needed improvements, 
lessens the labor and expense of library ad- 
ministration and utilizes the combined 
experiments of the profession in perfect- 
ing plans and in solving difficulties. This 
mere conviction, however complimentary, 
will accomplish naught. Moral support is 
desirable but it will contribute little until 
that support is evidenced in a tangible 
and material way. 

For thirty-four years the American li- 
brary association has striven for the 
advancement of library interests in this 
country and Canada. Most of the benefits 
secured to librarians and their work can 
be traced directly to the Association. 
These benefits have been general and in 
no wise limited to the library workers en- 
rolled as members of the Association. At 
the present time the A. L. A. through its 
committees and Executive office, is bend- 
ing its efforts to help secure more ser- 
viceable book bindings, more definite 
co-operation of library and school work, 
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THE A. L. A. 


the passage of a bill providing for a par- 
cels post, more satisfactory distribution 
of government documents, practical co- 
operation between libraries, and numerous 
other benefits. In addition, its Executive 
office is acting as a bureau of information, 
a distributing center for printed aids to 
library workers, a publicity office and is 
serving in an advisory capacity both to 
trustees and librarians. 

During the last three months the Execu- 
tive office has been pushed nearly to its 
limit in meeting the demands made upon it. 
In addition to caring for the business inter- 
ests of the Association and its Publishing 
board, editing and distributing publications 
and giving the usual aid through cor- 
respondence, the Secretary has recom- 
mended twenty librarians to positions, 
eleven of whom received appointments; 
he has been consulted regarding library 
building plans by five cities and has sent 
photographs and floor plans of buildings to 
four cities; he secured one valuable lot of 
periodicals as a gift to one library; helped 
select the books for purchase by one of 
the three U. S. penitentiary libraries, and 
sent exhibits of library publications to 
Russia and Germany. The Secretary has 
represented the A. L. A. at five state 
library association meetings, gave two li- 
brary addresses before normal school stu- 
dents and teachers in two states, pre- 
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sented library topics at library club meet- 
ings in two cities, opened one free public 
lecture course with a library address, par- 
ticipated in the dedicatory exercises of 
one library building and in the inaugural 
exercises of one state university presi- 
dent. Requests to assist at two state 
library association meetings were re- 
ceived in the last two months which could 
not be accepted and a request is now on 
file at the Executive office for representa- 
tion at a library meeting in Arkansas 
when efforts will be made in January to 
organize a state library association. 

Since the beginning of the present year 
the Secretary has endeavored to build up 
the Association membership in order to 
bring more librarians into touch with that 
organization and through their financial 
support to make the Association’s work 
more effective. A year ago the total mem- 
bership of the Association aggregated 1835. 
At present the membership is 2018, a net 
increase of 183. Of the total membership, 
279 are institutional members, an increase 
of 68 during the year. The annual dues 
of these 68 members alone means an in- 
crease of $340 in the Association’s finan- 
cial resources. 

A difficulty in maintaining a large mem- 
bership is the number of library workers 
who allow their memberships to lapse after 
one year. They appreciate the special 
advantages obtained as members at an 
annual conference but seemingly fail to 
realize that some of the greatest benefits 
received through the A. L. A. come indi- 
rectly. The number of library workers 
who have withdrawn from membership 
since the A. L. A. was established greatly 
exceeds the total enrollment at the present 
time. During those years it was to be 
expected that death and withdrawal would 
play havoc with the Association’s member- 
ship, but in many recent years, the num- 
ber of librarians who withdrew while con- 
tinuing in the profession, has been suffi- 
ciently large to greatly reduce the net 
gains. In 1908, the net increase in mem- 
bership was but two. This year 320 new 
members joined the Association and while 
the number who withdrew were 15 less 


than a year ago, those who allowed their 
memberships to lapse numbered 137, al- 
though letters urging a continuance in the 
Association were sent to all of them. 

While the work accomplished during the 
last year has been important, the A. L. A. 
and its Executive office never can realize 
their full possibilities unless financial sup- 
port, more commensurate with the im- 
portance of the work is available.  Al- 
though a membership of 2018 is gratify- 
ing, that enrollment is insignificant when 
compared with the large number of library 
workers eligible for membership, who are 
in the 2500 libraries of 5,000 volumes and 
over in the United States. 

More members and more money should 
be the slogan for 1911 and greater results 
will be in evidence in 1912. 


THE CALIFORNIA CONFERENCE, 
IQII 


By unanimous vote of the Executive 
board of the American library association, 
Pasadena, California, has been selected as 
the place of the 1911 conference. After 
much consideration as to time, May 18 has 
been designated as the opening day of the 
conference. The choice of lower Califor- 
nia for the next conference has met with 
general approval throughout the Associa- 
tion and has aroused great interest in Cali- 
fornia and the Pacific coast states. Cor- 
dial letters of welcome have been sent to 
the A. L. A. Executive office from many 
California library boards, chambers of 
commerce and other organizations. 

Not only are the far western librarians 
anxious to avail themselves of the bene- 
fits which the conference will bring them 
but they desire this conference to redound 
to the advantage of the A. L. A. Already 
definite steps have been taken in Califor- 
nia to increase in that state the member- 
ship of librarians in the A. L. A. 

Plans for the trip to and from California 
are in the hands of the Travel committee 
of the Association. While details cannot 
be announced until later, librarians can be 
assured of a most interesting journey. 
There seems to be a general wish to stop 
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at the Grand Canyon in Arizona on the trip 
to California and to return by way of Den- 
ver where a number of librarians wish 
side trips to Colorado Springs, Yellowstone 
Park and other points of interest. Other 
librarians are already planning to visit the 
Yosemite and Portland before returning 
east. 


THE A. L. A. AT STATE MEETINGS 


Gratifying evidences of the interest of 
librarians in the American library associa- 
tion were shown this autumn in the 
requests which came to the Executive 
office for representation of the A. L. A. at 
state meetings. In some states the desire 
was for a general address on a general 
topic, in others definite assistance in li- 
brary difficulties and in all, a stimulus of 
interest in the national library organiza- 
tion. 

The Secretary of the A. L. A. was its 
representative at the N. Dakota library 
association meeting in September. He 
spoke on the State association and its 
work, at the normal school at Moorehead, 
and participated in the library trustees 
section which met in Fargo in connection 
with the state meeting. Mr. Hadley opened 
the Citizens free lecture course in Fargo 
with a library address and represented the 
A. L. A. at the inauguration of President 
MacVey of the University of North Dakota. 
The A. L. A. was one of twenty-five na- 
tional organizations represented on this 
occasion. 

At the Minnesota state meeting, Mr. Had- 


815 


ley spoke at a public meeting on the Place 
of the public library in the community, 
and later presented the question of the 
affiliation of state associations with the A. 
L. A. This question was presented also 
at the Illinois, Iowa and Kansas meetings. 
In addition Mr. Hadley spoke on the State 
association of librarians at the Iowa meet- 
ing and on the Work of a library com- 
mission, at the Kansas library association. 

In addition to these meetings, the Secre- 
tary of the A. L. A. gave a sketch of its 
history before the Milwaukee library club, 
and a library talk before the students and 
teachers of the Wisconsin state normal 
school at Milwaukee. He participated in 
the dedicatory exercises of the Winnetka 
(Ill.) public library building. 

Invitations to represent the Association 
at the Kentucky and North Carolina li- 
brary meetings could not be accepted by 
the Secretary. 

Mr. Henry E. Legler was designated to 
represent the A. L. A. at the meeting of the 
Nebraska library association where he 
gave an address on the Rural library. 

The question has been raised as to 
whether the benefits derived from sending 
a representative to these state meetings 
justified the A. L. A. in bearing this ex- 
pense. It may be of general interest to 
know that the A. L. A. was not put to one 
dollar of expense in sending representa- 
tives, as the various library associations 
visited believed the benefits received were 
sufficient to justify them in paying all 
expenses incident to the attendance of A. 
L. A. representatives. 
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NEW MEMBERS 


A. Herr Smith Memorial L., Lancaster, Pa. 
(Marion S. Skeele, In.) 5014. 

Arizona Univ. L., Tuscon, Ariz. (Estelle 
Lutrell, In.) 5015. 

Davis, Orlando C., In. P. L., Waltham, 
Mass. 5013. 

Dwyer, Bessie A., American circulating 
L., Manila, P. I. 5017. 

Hager, Walter C., trus. A. Herr Smith 
Mem. L., Lancaster, Pa. 5012. 

Jellinghaus, Carl L., Library Journal, 298 
Broadway, New York City. 5016. 

McIntire, Ella, In. Huron Coll. L., Huron, 
S. Dakota. 5018. 

Missouri Univ. L., Columbia, Mo. (Henry 
O. Severance, In.) 5019. 

Purdue Univ. L., LaFayette, Ind. (William 
M. Hepburn, In.) 5020. 

Rawson, Fannie C., Sec. Ky. L. Com., 
Frankfort, Ky. 5021. 





Sonoma P. L., Sonoma, Cal. (Meta C. Sto- 
fen, In.) 5024. 

Stewart, Helen G., asst. F. P. C. L., Vic- 
toria, B. C. 5023. 

Unterkircher, Blanche L., In. F. L., Marsh- 
field, Wis. 5022. 

Werrey, Edna, 435 Sumner Ave., Brooklyn, 
N. Y. 5011. 


NEW LIFE MEMBERS 


Failing, Mary F., trus. L. Assoc., Portland, 
Ore. (Address 215, 5th St.) 3248. 

Gault, Bertha H., asst. Mt. Holyoke Coll. 
L., South Hadley, Mass. 4316. 


COMMITTEES 
Bookbuying 


Carl B. Roden of the Chicago public 
library and Charles H. Brown of the Brook- 
lyn public library have been designated as 
members of the Bookbuying committee of 
which Walter L. Brown, librarian of the 
Buffalo public library is chairman. 


Federal and State Relations 

The following statement from the De- 
partment of Justice has been forwarded 
me by our U. S. District Attorney. It will 
be remembered that a preliminary investi- 
gation was made by the Department of 
Justice some months since, as a result of 
an application by me as chairman of the 
committee on Federal relations. 

“In the matter of the complaint of the 
Enoch Pratt Free Library of Baltimore, 
Md., this department has completed an 
investigation of the operations of the Peri- 
odical Clearing House. 

In this investigation a great deal of data 
from various sources has been examined, 
interested parties interviewed, and con- 
tracts and methods of the Clearing House 
thoroughly analyzed. The only complaints 
received are from two libraries and that 
is the only source of assistance furnished 
the Department at this time. It has been 
found that while the new scheme of con- 
tracts with the agencies results in an 
increased price to the libraries ordering 
periodicals in large lots, the actual sub- 
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scription price to the public or to the 
agencies or to the libraries individually 
has not been materially changed. The 
facilities for procuring periodicals by the 
general public have not been interfered 
with. It is clear that at present the opera- 
tions of this corporation do not compre- 
hend such a direct or important interfer- 
ence with trade in interstate commerce as 
to justify action by this Department. It 
is possible that in the course of the next 
year, when the new contracts go into 
effect, the interested parties may see their 
way clear to furnishing more direct evi- 
dence to restraint and illegal methods on 
the part of the Clearing House. For the 
present, at least, no action will be taken.” 
BERNARD C. STEINER, 
Chairman. 
Bookbinding 
The A. L. A. Committee on binding has 
asked the publishers of the forthcoming 
edition of the Encyclopedia Britannica to 
bind a number of sets for library use. Li- 
brarians throughout the country will 
materially aid the cause, if, in sending 
orders for the work, they specify that they 
prefer sets bound according to the speci- 
fications of the Committee on binding. 
The Committee has been informed that 
Houghton, Mifflln Company will bring out 
A. S. Pier’s “Crashaw brothers” and Alice 
Brown’s “John Winterbourne’s family” in 
reinforced bindings. The sample copy sub- 
mitted to the Committee shows that the 
specifications for this kind of binding will 
be strictly followed. 
ARTHUR 5S. BAILEY, 
Chairman. 


THE EDITOR’S TABLE 


(Appropriate current library literature 
will be noted in this column if sent to the 
Secretary, 1 Washington Street, Chicago, 
Tl.) 

Boston public library. Catalog of the 
Allen A. Brown collection of music in the 
Boston public library. Vol. 2, part 1, 144p. 
1910. 

Brooklyn public library. 
giene and physical development. 


Personal hy- 
A list 
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of books in the Brooklyn public library. 
28p. 1910. 

Chase, Mabel J. Public libraries and art 
education. 21p. 1910. A pamphlet which 
considers temporary exhibitions, perma- 
nent exhibitions or museums, school de- 
partment, picture collections, lectures and 
lecture halls, art department. The writer 
is Assistant supervisor of drawing in the 
Newark, N. J. public schools. 

Eau Claire (Wis.) public Tibrary. An- 
nual report for the year ending June 30, 
1910. 

Jackson (Mich.) public library. Twenty- 
fifth annual report for the year ending 
June 30, 1910. 

John Crerar library. Handbook, 1910. 
A revision and extension of a sketch pre- 
pared by the librarian and published first 
in Blanchard’s Discovery and conquests of 
the Northwest, Vol. 2, 1902, and later in 
the Chicago library club’s Libraries of 
Chicago, 1905. 

Lowell (Mass.) city library. Ireland. A 
list of books relating to Ireland in the 
Lowell city library. 26p. 1910. 

Newark free public library. Twenty- 
first annual report for the year, 1909. 

Ottawa (Ont.) Carnegie library. Annual 
report for the year, 1909. 

Pittsburgh Carnegie library. Monthly 
bulletin, Vol. 15, No. 9. Contains a valu- 
able bibliography of 110 pages on sewage 
disposal and treatment. 


Pratt Institute free library. Report for 
the year ending June 30, 1910. 

Reeder, Charles W. Government docu- 
ments in small libraries. 9p. 1910. The 
substance of an address on public docu- 
ments by Mr. Reeder, Assistant reference 
librarian, Ohio state university library. 


St. Joseph (Mo.) public library. Twen- 
tieth annual report. 1909-1910. Contains 
floor plans of the new Washington Park 
branch library. 

Springfield (Mass.) city library associa- 
tion. Annual report for the year ending 
April 30, 1910. 

Texas library and historical commis- 
sion. Texas libraries. Vol. 1, No. 2. Con- 
tains a description of the new library build- 
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ing for the University of Texas and a 
Texas reference collection. 

Vermont Board of library commissioners. 
Eighth annual report. 1909-1910. Contains 
a colored map of Vermont showing libra- 
ries organized with state aid, libraries 
otherwise organized, traveling library sta- 
tions and public libraries not free. Also 
contains pictures of new library buildings, 
a typical list of books provided with $100 
appropriated by the state, and statistics of 
Vermont libraries. 

Washington (D. C.) public library. An- 
nual report of the Board of trustees and 
the librarian for 1909-1910. 


NOTES AND NEWS 


Chicago will be the Mecca of librarians 
the week of January 1. In addition to the 
mid-winter meetings of the A. L. A. Coun- 
cil and Executive board, several meetings 
will be held by affiliated organizations. 

The League of library commissions will 
hold its sessions January third and fourth 
at the Congress Hotel. Among the topics 
to be considered will be Rural library 
extension and the Relation of the library 
commission to the state library associa- 
tion. 

The A. L. A. Publishing board will hold 
its meetings at the A. L. A. Executive of- 
fice, January third and fourth, the Council 
on the morning of January 5th and the 
Executive board on the afternoon of Jan- 
uary 5th. Among the important topics 
for consideration by Council will be the 
report of the special committee on Co- 
operation and a discussion of Net fiction. 

College and university librarians will 
hold two sessions on January 6th in the 
Director’s room, adjoining the A. L. A. 
Executive office. 

Other meetings to be held “library 
week” in Chicago will be those of the 
Bibliographical society of America and 
members of library school faculties. 

A reception and dance will be given in 
honor of visiting librarians by the Chicago 
library club, on the evening of January 
4th at the Chicago art institute. 
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The League of commissions has selected 
the Congress hotel as its headquarters and 
the hotel will grant reduced rates to all 
library visitors in Chicago the week of 
January 1. Those wishing to stop at the 
Congress should write directly to the hotel 
for reservations and state plans for at- 
tending library meetings in Chicago. 


SALE, EXCHANGE, “WANTS” 


(Any library member of the Association 
may insert, without cost, a ten line notice 
of books or periodicals wanted, for sale 
or exchange.) 


WANTED 
Cambridge, Mass. Public Library. 


Harper’s monthly magazine, June 1853, 
No. 37, v. 7. 
Adelaide, South Australia, Public Library 
Bulletin 13 (1906) of the Engineering 
experiment station, University of Illinois, 
containing an article by N. C. Ricker on 
“Extension of the Dewey decimal of classi- 
fication applied to architecture and build- 
ing.” 
Springfield, Mass. city library association 
Poor’s Railroad manual. 1869-70; 1870- 
71; 1872-73; 1874-75; 1878-79. 


Carnegie Library, Atlanta, Ga. 


Poet lore, vol. 2. March, May, Novem- 
ber and index 1890; vol. 4, January, Feb- 
ruary, March, April, May, August, Septem- 
ber and index, 1892; vol. 5, January, March, 
April, December and index, 1893; vol. 6, 
January and index, 1894. 


FOR DISTRIBUTION 


The Library of Congress has still avail- 
able for distribution a few copies of the 
following publication, “A list of maps of 
America in the Library of Congress; pre- 
ceded by a list of works relating to cartog- 
raphy, 1901” which may be had upon re- 
quest by libraries which could put them 
to good use. 

















